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Heritage Trail leads to Comely Bank 
           

          The history fellowship intends to add the Founder’s 
home, known as Comely Bank, to the Rotary Heritage Trail 
by June 19, 2005 when the Rotary Centennial Convention 
brings tens of thousands of Rotarians to the Chicago area. 
          Heritage Trail begins at the Racine Wisconsin birth-
place of Paul Harris, then gives you a 90 minute drive south 
to the Rotary International Headquarters building to see 
Room 711 and Paul’s law office (inside RI Headquarters), 
then you drive past —  and perhaps someday go into —  
Comely Bank, and finally down to Mount Hope Cemetery. 
The trip can be done in half a day. 
          More than a million dollars might be required to buy 
the house, restore it to the way it looked during Paul’s life-
time, and add conveniences required to convert the building 
from a single family residence into a public gathering place 
(museum) including  compliance with ADA code. 
          We gratefully acknowledge those Rotarians who have 
donated their professional services —  architects, structural 
engineers, and historic preservation experts who have also 
had experience with the public exhibition and utilization of 
an historic residence. Our fellowship Board appreciates  the 
advice and  encouragement provided by these Rotarians. 
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J. B. Hayford’s painting of Comely Bank, the home of Rotary Founder Paul 
P. Harris, was presented to the Rotary Club of Chicago December 24, 1957. 
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Fellowship officers listed below can be contacted through their club. Rotarians in good 
standing have access to an international directory of clubs providing fax, email, and 
postal address for each. To use the R.I. Directory, consult your club secretary. Keep 
personal contact data off the internet. Sadly, those perpetrating internet fraud and email 
scams are searching for lists of email addresses, fax, and phone numbers to victimize.  


